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The gospels are saturated with parables, stories that Jesus shared that had
hidden meaning. These stories were written in a familiar context that the
original audience would understand, but that does not mean they are irrelevant
for us today.
Through this three-part series we discover what we can learn from the
unforgiving servant, the unprepared bridesmaids, and the unwise stewards. We
trust that you will wrap up this series aware not only of the gifts you’ve been
given, but the value in using them wisely!

PARABLES
EPISODE 1 | THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT

Forgiven people forgive people.

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant: Matthew 18:21-35
Matthew 18:33: “And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant,
as I had mercy on you?”
Video Quote – Brody Jespersen: “The connection Jesus was trying to make
was that as children of God all our sins have been forgiven by faith in Jesus
Christ. So when someone sins against us, we should forgive from the heart
no matter what the offense or how often it has happened. Because we have
been forgiven everything.”
Colossians 1:13-14: For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness
and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our
freedom and forgave our sins.
Video Quote – Brody Jespersen: “Forgiveness is giving up your right to get
even, or to get revenge. It’s turning the person, and the situation, over to
God who is Just.”
• Have you ever gotten even with someone? Tell us about it
- Have you ever gone back and forth with friends doing practical jokes
or pranks? Tell us about it.
- Why do you think we feel the need to seek revenge on those who
have done us wrong?
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• How does knowing that God has forgiven all your sins, motivate you
to forgive others?
- Does the fact that you are unconditionally forgiven shape how you
extend forgiveness to others? Why or why not?
- What obstacles stand in your way for seeking, or receiving
forgiveness?
• How would people extending unconditional forgiveness shape our
community?
- Imagine if your current community was quick to forgive one another,
what would be different?
- How does giving and receiving forgiveness change a person? Imagine
if that change were community wide, what would be different about
that community?

• What about forgiveness brings freedom?
• Have you ever forgiven someone, then felt unforgiveness rising in
you? Share how this felt? What did you do in response?
• If able, share an experience you have had with the control
unforgiveness can bring (think of feelings of fear, anger, hatred).
• Is there a relationship in your life that requires forgiveness? How has
it/does it impact you? If you are the wrong doer, what is stopping you
from apologizing, from seeking forgiveness? If you have been
wronged, what is stopping you from approaching them?

Spend time in prayer focused on forgiveness. If your group is comfortable to
share their situation and pray aloud, do so. If not, encourage the kids to ask
God if there is anyone they need to apologize to, or anyone they need receive
forgiveness from.
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PARABLES
EPISODE 2 | THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

God calls us to be good stewards of what He’s given us. God has given you
gifts, and abilities, and resources, and He wants you to use them!

The Parable of Talents: Matthew 25:14-30
Matthew 25:21: The master was full of praise. “Well done, my good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now
I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!”
Video Quote – Brody Jespersen: “But God has given you special talents,
abilities and sensitivities and resources that he wants you to use to build up
the people around you and to fulfil his purposes.”
Video Quote – Brody Jespersen: “I want you to know that you don’t have to
change who you are to use the giftings that God has given you. He’s wired
you a certain way and he delights when you participate in his purposes. He’s
given you gifts, so use them.
• Share a time when you were tempted to waste money, time or
something else. How did it go?
- What do you waste your time and/or money on? How does it feel?
- Do you find you intentionally waste (time, money, resources) or does
it happen absent mindedly, accidently?
• Describe one way you think God has gifted you. If you’re not sure
maybe someone near you can share a gift they see in you.
- Do you know your spiritual gifts? If so, share. If not, what do you think
they might be?
- What is the difference between being talented at something and
having a spiritual gift?
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• What do you want to try doing to see if it’s an area of gifting?
- Imagine if your current community was quick to forgive one another,
what would be different?
- How does giving and receiving forgiveness change a person? Imagine
if that change were community wide, what would be different about
that community?

•
•
•
•

How would you define stewardship?
What do you think is the purpose of spiritual gifts?
Why is it important for followers of Jesus to know their gifts?
How can we determine whether we are using our gifting for their God
given purpose?
• Has comparison ever stolen or distorted how you view your own gifts
and talents? Why are we so quick to compare our gifts to others?

Unsure of your spiritual gifts? Grab a device and take a youth spiritual gifts
test. We recommend this test: https://spiritualgiftstest.com/tests/
What is one way you can use your gifts this week to bless others?
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PARABLES
EPISODE 3 | READY OR NOT, HERE HE COMES

Christ is coming back, and He calls us to be ready. Preparation involves
examining our hearts and truly living for Christ.

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids: Matthew 25:1-13
Video Quote – Brody Jespersen: “Being a Christian means actively pursuing
a pure heart, and just like most good things in life, it requires effort. If you’ve
only committed your life to Jesus in the formal sense, and haven’t actually
invited him into your heart to make changes, you’re not ready.”
Video Quote – Brody Jespersen: “The bible tells us that if we live alert to
what God is saying, with a sense of wonder and belief, then we will be filled
with light. This is the key to preparedness. It’s not so much about following
the rules, as it is letting God transform us into the kind of person whose
behaviour naturally follows a righteous lifestyle.
• What is something that you’ve done that you weren’t prepared for?
- What were the consequences of your lack of preparation? How did
you feel?
- Is it more often ignorance (thinking we do not need to prepare) or
unawareness it was necessary that contributes to this problem? Give
examples of each in your life.
• Why is it so easy to go through the motions of Christianity?
- What do you believe are the motions of Christianity?
- How can we ensure we do not fall into the motions of Christianity and
stay there?
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• What does it mean to make your faith your own?
- Is there someone or something who has had a huge influence on your
faith? How can we ensure our faith isn’t only grounded in these
things?
- How can we determine what we believe because WE genuinely
believe it, versus believing something only because it’s what we’ve
always been told?

• Would you greet Jesus as a friend or a stranger? How would He greet
you?
• Do you really know Jesus, or are you just following Him? What is the
difference?
• Do you think it is easier to treat Christianity as simply following a set
of spelt out rules rather than truly knowing and reflecting Jesus?
How so?
• An important part of preparing for Christ’s return is examining the
current state of our hearts. What does your heart look like? Are you
holding onto pride, greed, unforgiveness, etc., what do you need to
let go of in order to be receptive to God’s work?

What is one thing you can so this week to live in anticipation of Christ’s
return? How can you have an active faith life?
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