
THE PURSUIT OF RICHES ECCL. 5:8 – 6:12



The Two Faces of Wealth:

Obsession & Blessing
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NEGATIVE FACES OF WEALTH FROM THE “GRUMPY OLD PREACHER”

• Corruption and injustice (Eccl. 5:8, 9)
• The potential for distraction (5:10, 11)
• Pursuit of wealth – like “chasing the wind” 

(5:10-15)



Principle 1:
Whoever loves money never has enough.
(Eccl. 5:10)

Meaning:
The more you have,
the more you want.
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Principle 2:
Whoever loves money is never satisfied 
with his income.
(Eccl. 5:10)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the less you are satisfied.
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Principle 3:
As goods increase, so do those who consume them.
(Eccl. 5:11)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the more people (including 
government!) will come
after it.
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Principle 4:
And what benefit are they to the owner except to 
feast his eyes on them.
(Eccl. 5:11)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the more you realize that 
money does not completely 
satisfy.
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Principle 5:
The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little 
or much. The abundance of a rich man permits him 
no sleep.
(Eccl. 5:12)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the more you worry about it.
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Principle 6:
I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 
wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner.
(Eccl. 5:13)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the more you can harm yourself 
by hanging onto it.
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Principle 7:
Wealth lost through some misfortune.
(Eccl. 5:14)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the more you lose.

THE TREASURE PRINCIPLE Chasing the Wind  by Randy Alcorn 



Principle 8:
Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as 
he comes, so he departs. He takes nothing from his 
labor that he cannot carry in his hand.
(Eccl. 5:15)

Meaning:
The more you have, 
the more you leave behind.
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• God showers us with material blessings.
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POSITIVE FACE OF MATERIAL POSESSIONS

• God showers us with material blessings
• Enjoying God’s gifts give Him joy
• Always a tension between enjoyment and 

obsession (how much is enough?)
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• Money does not always guarantee satisfaction 
(Eccl. 6:1, 2)

• If money is our god, we are better off dead 
(6:3-6:3-6)

• Pursuit of “things” often has an insatiable 
appetite (6:7-9)

• Chasing money becomes mundane 
- same old, same old (6:10-11)



The preacher’s haunting question:

So what’s next? 
Eccl. 6:12




