WISDOM for LIFE

The Book of Ecclesiastes




#BLESSED



Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be
wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. This
will bring health to your body and nourishment to your
bones. Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled
to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new
wine.

Provers 3:5-10



Ecclesiastes 9:1-12
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Good behaviour does not
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Evidence that good behaviour doesn’t

1) You can't accurately predict the future (vs. 1)

2) Everybody (good or bad) experiences life's ups
and downs (vs 2-3).

3) Everybody messes up at life (vs. 3).

4) Life skills do not provide insurance against
misfortune or calamity (vs. 11).

5) Everyone dies (vs. 3, 4, 12)




#BLESSED



[Jesus]has paid the price so we can be totally free.
That means free from bad habits and addictions.
Free from fear and worry. Free from
discouragement and depression. Free from poverty
and lack. Free from low self esteem....

God created you to be totally free. To have peace in
your mind. To walk in Divine Health. To have good
relationships. To have plenty to pay your bills. God
created us as victors and not victims.



Does Jesus himself fit this
picture?




Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are
suffering, as though something strange were happening to

you. But rejoice t
so that you may
you are insulted

nat you participate in the sufferings of Christ,
e overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If

pecause of the name of Christ,

you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on

you....

So then, those who suffer according to God'’s will
should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and
continue to do good.

1 Peter 4:12-14, 19



The God of the Bible is good; the God of the Bible indeed
blesses. But the God of the Bible is the God who will see us
through regardless of the circumstances. God sometimes
blesses and we raise our hands in thanks. But other times we
are not experiencing the blessing of God (or at least we think
we are not), and what we learn is that God is there, watching
and waiting for us to trust him, obey him, and learn that in
loving him we have life's deepest blessing.

Scot McKnight



The Good News:

God is a God who Blesses!










The Spirit makes it clear that as time goes on, some are going
to give up on the faith and chase after demonic illusions put
forth by professional liars. These liars have lied so well and for
so long that they've lost their capacity for truth. They will tell
you not to get married. They'll tell you not to eat this or that
food—perfectly good food God created to be eaten heartily
and with thanksgiving by believers who know better!
Everything God created is good, and to be received with
thanks. Nothing is to be sneered at and thrown out. God's
Word and our prayers make every item in creation holy.

1 Timothy 4:1-5 (MSG)



The Best News:

Jesus Christ has risen from
the dead. Those who trust
him live in expectation of an

eternal, truly blessed, kind of
life.
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