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They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb

a0 and by the word of their testimony; they did not love
’rhelr lives so much as to shrink from death.

o Revelation 12:11




All life-changing love is some kind of substitutionary
sacrifice..Whenever we keep a promise or a vow to
someone despite the cost, whenever we forgive
someone whom we could pay back, whenever we stay
close 1o a suffering person whose froubles are draining
to her and fo all those around her, we are loving
according fo the pattern of substitutionary sacrifice.
Our loss, whether of money, fime, or energyi, is their
gain. We decrease so that they mightincrease.

Tim Keller
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When the Church is ready to play ifs part in the world's
adventure—and this is why it is sent—it is neither the power
which organizes and dominates the world nor the
organization which makes speeches and does good works;
It Is the mother of martyr's, of those who, accepting God's
condemnation, sacrifice their life in order that the world may
come through the drama.

Jacques Ellul
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Those who cling to worthless idols

turn away from God's love for them.
But |, with shouts of grateful praise,

will sacrifice to you.

What | have vowed | will make good.
| will say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.’

Jonah 2:8-9
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v \ “| called ouf to the LORD, out of my distress, and he
.. answered me; out of the belly of Sheol | cried, and
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~ you heard my voice.

w1 ) ! - JonOh 2.2
» ) , ' .
;"” o A , .
T AL P )4 ‘_-" Wi 4 s
» 7' s ol A e




Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall |
flee from your presence? If | ascend o heaven, you
~ are therel If | moke my bed in Sheol, you are therel

Psalm 139:7-8
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It IS only when you reach the very bottom, when everything
falls apart, when all your schemes and resources are broken
and exhausted, that you are finally open to learning how o
completely depend on God. As is offen said, you never
realize that Jesus is all you need untfil Jesus is all you have,

You must lose your life to find your life.
Tim Keller
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Growth, both biological and spiritual (and the spiritual
encompasses the biological) is a mystery, a huge mystery,
Infricate and complex—a work of the Holy Spirit. Most of
what takes place we know very little about. Most of what
goes on we can do very liftle about. Our part in spiritual
formation is necessarily a very modest affair....



But the alternative must not be neglect. It is hecessary that

we give careful aftention to what we can appropriately do
that will assist and not impair the formation of a mature life

of Christ In ourselves, and our friends. The little we can do,
offen makes and enormous difference.

Eugene Peterson
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Hebrews 5:7-9
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